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FROM THE EDITOR... 

Welcome back to a new "volume"(#30 of the Wood Duck . I hope that you 
had an interesting summer and that you were able to spot at least one new 
species or find a new location for an old favourite. As a neophyte editor, 
I'm also hoping that you will be willing to tell me about some of these 
finds so that they can be printed in the Wood Duck . 

In many ways, 'new' will be the theme for the Wood Duck this year. 
Firstly, there is a new editor and a new editorial committee consisting of 
Rick Ludkin and Mike Furber. Secondly, there is the newly approved appli¬ 
cation for second class mailing privileges. This will reduce costs con¬ 
siderably, although there may have to be slight adjustments in content to 
meet requirements for this status. Thirdly, there will be some new,regular 
(we hope) features introduced throughout the year. Credit for the ideas 
for many of these features goes to Rick Ludkin. I think you will find them 
interesting. Finally, and most importantly, I hope you, the members, will 
find new opportunity for imput. I don't mean only by contributing articles, 
although articles are always nice and contributions are gratefully accepted! 
I also mean letting us know what you would like to see in the Wood Duck . 
Don't be afraid to ask questions, suggest ideas, send in nature trivia, 
even tell jokes, (Keep them clean and environmentally sound, please). 

Rick, Mike and I will do our best to make this new volume newsworthy. We 
will consider your imput a valuable contribution to this endeavour. 

Margaret Mackenzie 
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Minutes of General Meeting of Members of Hamilton Naturalists' Club, held at 
Royal Botanical Gardens Cen t re, Monday, May l4, 1984 __ 

Over 100 were in attendance on this 65th Anniversary of the Club, which 
was combined with Ontario's Bicentennial Celebration of the "7 Days in May” 
programme of the Royal Botanical Gardens which began May 11 and runs through to 
May 17. 

Tonight was part of "Native People's Day" and Displays and Native 
Dancing were presented by the Native Peoples from the Reserve at Ohsweken. 

Our Members were invited to share in this programme at 7:00 P.M. 

Members were officially greeted by Mr. & Mrs. F. Flood and our meeting 
commenced at 8:30 P.M. with President Norman Ralston in the Chair. Norman gave 
a brief review of the Club which evolved from the Hamilton Bird Protection 
Society, established in May 1919. 

Club Conservation Award, suitably framed, was presented to Dr. Walter 
Klabunde of Lewiston, New York, honouring him for his faithful attendance each 
year at the Grimsby Hawk Watch, which he also helped to establish, and which 
has become a popular event in our area at Beamer Point. Bruce Duncan, Vice 
President, made this presentation. 

Peter Thoem presented a like award to Mr. & Mrs. J. L. McKeever for 
the Owl Rehabilitation Centre they operate at their home in Jordan, Ontario, 
treating birds from all over North America. Another successful function there 
is that of breeding these birds in captivity, attesting to the McICecver's 
abilities in the work they have been doing since the sixties. 

The Ross Thompson Trophy for Junior Birders was presented by Bruce 
Duncan to Adam Harrington along with copy of the new Bird Guide of the National 
Geographic Society. This is an annual competition and it is hoped that more 
of the Junior Members of the Club will compete in future. 

Nancy Lyne, Programme Director, announced that tonight there would be 
Door Prizes (courtesy of Chapman & Prince, Booksellers, Dundas, Royal Botanical 
Gardens and the Club.) The following Members were successful in the Draw 
presided over by Bruce Duncan: Mr. & Mrs. Norman Pomfret, Dr. David Stubbing, 
George Cokar, Norfi Henderson and Dennis Lewington. 

Announcements were made seeking additional help in certain Club Activi¬ 
ties , viz.: 

Peter Thoem (Director i/c of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists' Annual 
Meeting) which our Club is to host in May, 1985s seeking a Typist, a Budget 
Administrator, someone to compose and produce a Guide, to the Hamilton Area, 
someone to be in charge of the Federated Club Displays 

Hazel Broker (immediate Past President) about extra participation from among the 
Club Members , volunteering to serve on the Hamilton Beautification Committee's 
annual group responsible for judging the citizen Trillium Awards, July-Aiigust this 
year. 

Norman Ralston , President, seeking Members to serve on the Nominating Committee, 
of which the Past President is Chairman, to prepare and present a Slate of 
Directors for Election at the Annual Meeting of the Club in October, 1984. 

These are all important functions of our Club and it is hoped that Members will 
respond whole-heartedly to each request. 

Bruce Duncan reported on the recent Baillie Birdathon and requested 
Members to fulfil their pledges in support of Kevin McLaughlin, our Club 
Representative, who saw 130 species on the day of the Count, May 5 last. The 
Birdathon was a resounding success and the Club Sanctuary Fund will benefit 

from the Members' support. (concluded next page...) 
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General Meeting - May l4, 1984 (continued from previous page) - 

Other announcements by the President drew attention to the balance of 
the "7 days in May" programme of the R. B. G; an R.B.G. trip to the Bruce 
Peninsula - September 7-9 (details available from the Royal Botanical Gardens); 
and the Club Outing and Pot-Luck Supper in celebration of our 65 th Anniversary, 
to be held at the Resource Management Centre of the Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority on Monday, June 11, 1984. 

Programmes presented on this our Annual Members' Wight were excellent, 
interesting and much appreciated and enjoyed, and were the work of - 

- Barry Cherriere - subject "Owls" 

- Bruce Mackenzie - "Amphibians" - pictures and sound 

- Mary Pomfret - Nature Tour of Costa Rica 

- George Globe - subjects in the club-owned Nature Reserves 

- Hazel Broker - Club 1983 trip to the ObJibway Prairie near Windsor. 

Slides on the Group Show Screen in the foyer were supplied by June Hurd 
and Marion Shivas, arranged by David Bruton. 

Cookies (supplied by the Members) and Cider were served in the foyer 
at the conclusion of the meeting, arranged by Shirley Klement assisted by 
Edith Lawrence and Charles Zimmerman. 

Marion S. Shivas, Acting Secretary. 


riwV*****************'**^*******************^*******^.******************^^ 


MONTHLY MEETING MONTHLY MEETING 


MONTHLY MEETING 


Time Monday, September 10, 1984 at 8;00 p.m. 

Pl ace Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 

680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario. 

Program "Ontario Reptiles and Amphibians" - an illustrated lecture 

by Mr. Bob Johnson, Curator of Reptiles and Amphibians, 
Metro Toronto Zoo. 


VISITORS WELCOME 


STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS 


*************************** ********************************V 


******************* 


AN ADVANCE NOTICE... 

Make a note on your calendar that the October meeting of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club will be 

Monday, October 1 at 8:00 p.m. 

This is the Annual Meeting of the Club when annual reports will be presented 
and the officers and difl6e£6r»'£or 1984-1985 will be elected. The speaker 
iOi the evening will be Dr. David Stubbing, one of our own members. His 
topic will be "The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds." 



5 


3 

o 


FIELD EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER... 

Don't forget that the Wednesday evening hikes start at 6 ;00 p.m. this 
month. 


WEDNESDAY. SEPTEMBER 5, 1984 - 6;00 P.M, BRONTE CREEK 

What does Bronte Creek have to show in the fall? Meet at the parking 
lot at the west end of Upper Middle Road,% km. west of Hwy. 25(Bronte Rd.) 
Leader: Marg Doekes 335-3725 


SATURDAY. SEPTEMBER 8, 1904 - 8:30 A.M, SPOOKY HOLLOW 

We know that the ground nut blooms in Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, Marion 
will especially try not to let its bloom elude us. Meet at Mountain 
Plaza, Fennel and Upper James, with your lunch. 

Leader; Marion Shivas 628-6846 

SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER 9, 1904 - 9:00 A.M. FALL WARBLERS 

The 1983 winner of the Ross Thompson Memorial Trophy is willing to 
share some of his secrets with us. Join Adam at the Interpretive 
Centre of the Arboretum. Plan to finish by lunch time. 

Leader: Adam Harrington 632-3262 

WEDNESD AY, SEPTEMBER 12 T 1984 - 6;00 P.M. ROCK CHAPEL 

Meet at Rock Chapel^ 1.8 km. west of hwy.6 on hwy.5,then I.6 km. south 
on Rock Chapel Road 

Leader: Bill Campbell 648-1302 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1984 - 9;00 A.M. LAND AND AQU ATIC INSECTS 

Let's not neglect this part of nature once we apply the insect repel¬ 
lent. Meet*by the traffic lights at University Plaza with a lunch. 

We will be travelling to Christie and Tew's Falls. 

Leader: Douglas Davies 525-2679 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1984 - 9;00 A.M. HAWKS 

Sit (no walking) and watch hawks at Clappison's escarpment. Good 
weather conditions should bring bald eagles. If it rains, don't bother 
to come. Meet at the Dundurn Castle parking lot without lunch. 

Leader: Dave Copeland 383-5515 

WEDNESDAY. SEPTEMBER 19, 1984 - 6:00 P.M. HWY 403 ESCARPMENT 

Meet on Mohawk Road, just west of hwy 403. We will follow the Bruce 
Trail to the escarpment. 

Leader: Hazel Broker 527-0333 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1934 - 8:30 A.M. SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA 

Will we find the green dragon? Come to find out. Meet under the "E" 
at Eastgate Square. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Dave Bruton 383-9808 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23,, 1984 - 3;30 A.M. S HOREBIRDS & FALL MIGRANTS 

This is Kevin's annual car hike around Cootes aradise and the bay. 
Bring a lunch to the Dundurn Castle parking lot and join in on this 
exchange hike with the Niagara Falls Nature Club. 

Leader: Kevin McLaughlin 549-7057 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1984 - 6:00 P.M. ASTERS & GOLDENRODS 

These two families confuse most of us, but not Dave. To sort some 
of them out, meet at the R.B.G. headquarters parking lot. By then 
Dave should have figured out where we are going. 

Leader: Dave Bradley 522-2936 

SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER 30, 1934 - 8:30 A.M. BIRD HIKE FOR BEGINNERS 

This is recommended also for those who are just rusty. Bird field 
guides, binoculars, and instruction will be provided at Christie 
Education Centre. Meet by the traffic lights at University Plaza. 

The hike will last for the morning only. 

Leader: John Heaslip 627-3280 
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TO THE DIRECTORS 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

I have examined the Balance Sheet, as at April 30, 1984, of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club and the Statement of Revenue and Expenditures for the 
year then ended. 

In my opinion, these financial statements present fairly the financial 
position of the Club as at April 30,1904 and the results of its financial 
activities for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles 
and practices generally followed by Clubs. 


Signed by "William 

J. Schlatter 

Dated 

June 12, 

1984 

HAMILTON NATURALISTS' 

CLUB 


Balance Sheet as at April 

30, 1984 


(with comparative figures 

for 1983) 


ASSETS 


1983 

1984 

Cash on hand and in bank 

$ 3,072 

$ 7,119 

682 , 

Accrued interest 

651 

Bonds and Term Deposits (at cost) 

57,500 

59,500 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary(at nominal value) 

1 

1 

Short Hills Wilderness area (at n/v) 

1 

1 

Equipment (at nominal value) 

1 

1 


$ 61,232 

$67,304 

LIABILITIE 

_S 


Accrued expenses 

$ 460 

$ 640 

George North Memorial Fund 

- 

1,100 


460 

1.740 

Surplus 

General Fund 

$ 7,365 

$ 7,007 

Sanctuary Fund 

49,804 

54,761 

Endowment Fund 

3,603 

3,796 


$ 60,772 

$ 65,564 

$ 61,232 

$ 67,304 


"Norm Ralston" Director 

"Thomas Yoshida" Director 

Significant Accounting Policy 

Fixed assets are charged to Expenses in the year of acquisition. 


e 


0 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures 
for the year ended April 30, 1904 
(with comparative figures for 1983) 


Revenue: 



1983 

1984 

Fees 

$ 3,340 

$ 4,877 

Donations 

1,789 

1,879 

Sanctuary property Tax Rebate 

614 

348 

Interest 

6,814 

4,423 

Sanctuary Biotic Contents Books 

291 

105 

Baillie Birdathon 

614 

820 

Fletcher Creek Book 

96 

58 

Other Income 

18 

36 

Donations: George North Memorial Fund 

- 

1,100 


$13,576 

$13,646 

Expenditures: 

Wood Duck 

2,416 

1,553 

Monthly Meetings 

978 

1,276 

Postage, Stationary etc. 

1,003 

1,695 

Affiliation Dues 

150 

419 

Conservation 

571 

200 

Sanctuary Property Tax 

727 

726 

Equipment Purchases & Repairs 

35 

1,487 

Sanctuary Biotic Content Book 

1,365 

- 

Fletcher Creek Book 

400 

- 

Donation: re Bruce Trail Association 

2,500 

- 

Donation: re Beverly Swamp Knight property 

10,000 

- 

Other 

190 

398 

George North Memorial Fund 

- 

1,100 


$20,335 

$ 8,854 

Excess of Revenue over Expenditures 

($ 6,759) 

$ 4,792 

Surplus at beginning of year 

$67,531 

$60,772 

Surplus at end of year 

$60,772 

$65,564 


i 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM SUMMER FIELD EVENTS... 

by Jeff Blezius 

There have been many particularly interesting outings this season. 

The one which probably ranks at the top is the visit to our own Spooky 
Hollow. There were two unusual finds; a white trillium with 4 symmetry 
instead of the usual 3 symmetry(two were seen elsewhere the following week¬ 
end) , and a very orange scarlet tanager, A barred owl was heard and the 
three-lobed violet was observed in three places. Bruce Duncan's study of 
aquatic life was a real eye-opener, attesting to the high quality of Fisher's 
Creek. 

In the Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge, there was a red-throated loon 
in winter plumage among the 49 species, aside from the thousands of Canada 
geese crowding onto Cayuga Pond. Barry Jones' outing to the Long Point area 
gave many notable species among the 74 observed, including a Caspian tern and 
a Cooper's hawk. The Puslinch outing gave many sightings including a king¬ 
fisher nesting in the quarry. The Medad Valley outing wasre-routed to the 
Turner-Mahon agreement forest where we observed three grey eggs at eye level 
with a rose-breasted grosbeak nearby. Dave's mystery tour included highlights 
from a few locations; a stiff-leaved goldenrod and a 275 year old white oak. 

On what turned out to be a mild, sunny day, a very poor showing of members 
did what they could at the Short Hills workshop. The wind storm during the 
following week created more work for the working bee next spring. The other 
outing to Short Hills added the red trillium to the list of biotic contents. 

A cotton-tail rabbit was observed eating the tops off of many trilliums. 

At Point Abino, photographers were treated by a ten-minute display of 
a scarlet tanager within three metres. The lush ground cover is not usually 
found elsewhere. It was a real treat. Many thanks to Connie Kitney and the 
Niagara Falls Nature Club. 

Those who visited Cave Springs were drawn into the history of the farm 
by Margaret Reed's interesting discussion. We are all pleased that Margaret 
has fought to preserve this property. 

The trip to Big Creek, rich with ostrich fern, was an enjoyable day of 
easy paddling. It was highlighted by a couple of dozen yellow, swallow-tail 
butterflies, a kingbird which caught a(unidentified) butterfly and another 
kingbird which skimmed the water several times. 

While this season's outings have been plagued by thunder-storms and 
changed leaders, the results have been worthwhile, 

7'‘?f******* , iV'vV**VoV***',wVvV'ifiV** 


BIRD STUDY AT SHERIDAN COLLEGE... 

Sheridan College is again offering Bird Study, Part 1. It will be 
held Wednesdays from 7:30 - 10;00 p.m, commencing September 12, 1984, 

Part 11 will start in January. Cost is $50.00 per semester, $10.00 for 
Senior Citizens. The instructor is Rosemary Gaymer. Early registration 
is advised. For further information contact; 

Community Services Division, Sheridan College, 

1430 Trafalgar Road, Oakville, Ontario, L6J 2L1 
Telephone 842-8000 (Oakville) 632-7081 (Burlington) 
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BIRDING ON SANIBEL ISLAND... 

by Sheila Forbes 

Most of our friends go to Florida to avoid the rigours of the Canadian 
winter. We went in November because the airlines were running a seat sale 
and everyone assured us that the hotel rates were down! 

Certainly it was exactly the right time of year to go birding on Sanibel 
Island. We had a motel room looking straight out to sea, and what could be 
more exhilarating than a pre-breakfast stroll along a seemingly endless shell 
beach. 

The shore birds certainly thought that feeding should start at dawn,with 
flocks of tiny Sanderlings dodging in and out of the waves. The Willets were 
noisy but unhurried, and with their long legs could feed in much deeper water. 
Binoculars were no use at all, as the birds were too close; however the Bird 
Guide was essential to sort out the winter plumage of Black-bellied Plover, 
Wilson Plovers, Ruddy Turnstones, Dunlin, Spotted Sandpipers, Yellowlegs and 
Dowitchers. 

Out at sea were Brown Pelican, looking so majestic as they flew just 
above the waves. I'm told that they became quite rare with the use of D.D.T. 
but have made a remarkable comeback on the Gulf Coast of Florida. 

Also on the beach were several young Double-Crested Cormorants, who 
obviously knew the shoreline had been theirs from time immemorial - people 
just had to walk around them. Laughing Gulls, Ring-billed Gulls, Royal 
Terns and Sandwich Terns all had their own section of beach and were there 
every morning. ( 

On the north side of Sanibel Island is an extensive area of Mangrove 
swamp, partially drained in years gone by as settlers had tried to conquer 
the land. Causeways and drainage ditches had been built, but over the 
centuries hurricanes have shown who really owns the island. Now it has 
been turned into the Ding Darling National Wildlife Refuge, a most appro¬ 
priate landuse. 

The bird life in the Refuge is fantastic in the Fall, with the long- 
legged waders finding an ideal habitat. All the herons were there, x^ith 
our favourite being the Great Egrets who stalked across the road, knowing 
that cars would always stop. Large numbers of White Ibis, Roseate Spoon¬ 
bills and Wood Storks were perched on the fallen trees and muddy edges of 
the Mangrove swamp, just a few yards off the road. Anhingas watched us, 
with their wings hanging out to dry. Green, Great-Blue, Little-Blue and 
Tri Coloured Herons were all there in the Refuge, as well as Great,Snowy 
and Reddish Egrets. It was just like a bird guide, with all the species 
on a page in view at once I The road winds its way through the whole area, 
and there are several hiking trails along the old causeways; one can spend 
hours or even days studying the interaction between the tidal saltwater 
swamps and the enormous amount of wildlife. 

As well as the Mangrove swamp, there is a small wildlife area right in 
the middle of the island, known as the Bailey Tract. This is a freshwater 
swamp, semi-drained but with areas of open water. Here we saw our first 
alligator, as well as several species of water fowl including Mottled Duck, 
Blue-winged Teal, Moorhen and Coot. With such easy x^allcing along broad flat 
trails, it x?as possible to look up to the sky. A pair of Ospreys had a nest 
in the large trees on the edge of the Tract, and the Red-shouldered HaxMcs 
cried constantly overhead. There were a number of Black Vultures and Turkey 
Vultures, and a few high-flying Frigate birds. 

Just to make birdxtfatching easy, outside our motel, there was ahydro 
pole which x^as the favorite feeding spot for a pair of Pileated Woodpeckers, 
a Common Flicker and three Red-Bellied Woodpeckers. 

(concluded next page 


) 
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MORE ABOUT BLUEBIRDS... 

by Bob Sargeant 

Our February 1984 meeting was highlighted by a nicely illustrated talk 
on Bluebirds by Bill Read. It brought to mind the question of what has 
happened to the Bluebirds. 

During the northern migration in 1894 - a very severe blizzard from the 
northeast which lasted 10 days, suddenly occurred. Most of us have seen how 
terrible a northeast storm can be. Many Bluebirds turned back south seeking 
shelter, but the storm blew down to Georgia - there was no shelter. The 
birds were found in culverts, ditches, porches and outbuildings. There was 
no food; ice had covered any edible berries. The numbers killed can only 
be estimated in thousands. 

A book in the reference department of the main library - T he Bluebird 
by James Webber describes the devastation. It is also graphically mentioned 
in Birds of America. Between 30 and 40 lake freighters were sunk with complete 
crews; over 300 sailors died. 

Again in 1915 a horrible storm struck - George North mentioned it several 
times. In the American cities and towns around Lake Michigan & Lake Huron, 
people swept up Bluebirds by the bushel1 

Even if the Bluebird raises two broods a year, how long would it take 
to recover from these disasters? But, in happier mood - while on a golf 
holiday last year in S, Carolina, I played 6 or 7 courses, all of which had 
nesting boxes. On each course, I was able to see several pair. It would be 
the ideal place in Ontario to put up boxes. 

This year there is a pair nesting at Rock Chapel, another on the old 
farm where Jack Martin lived, as well as on Gartshore's farm on Mineral 
Springs Road. 

********************** 


BIRDING ON SANIBEL ISLAND ( continued from page 9). 

Let me recommend Sanibel Island to all birders; those less experienced 
who like to see a large bird, sitting still out in the open, within a few 
yards, as well as those of you who can recognize a tail disappearing into 
dense shrubbery. 

One final word - in the Visitors Centre at the Sanibel Island end of 
the main causeway, you can get a very good bird checklist, which tells you 
what to expect at any time of year. 


********* 

************* 


1984-85 MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE NOW DUE. 
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IMPUT... 

GLUD 65th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

June 11, 1904 - the most beautiful evening so far this year--comfortable 
and attractive building and surroundings at the Resource Management Centre 
of the local Conservation Authority--plentiful and tasty food--good com¬ 
panions- -hard-working Members joining together to make this an outstanding 
event on our Club Calendar-- iJHERE WERE YOU? 

To the forty-plus who did respond, it was a heart-warming and satisfying 
get-together, which culminated at 10:00 p.m. 

Highlights were the Plant Group, led by George Meyers; the Bird Group with 
Norm and Mary Pomfret as guides (with Orchard Orioles being their ''polar 
stars"); the "Food Line" under the able direction of Shirley Klement; the 
movie programme "apres dining" with Nancy Lyne in charge; and the co-oper¬ 
ation of those present in the brief preparation of the food layout and 
cleanup - all contributing to a successful evening'. 

It is a sad commentary that out of a Membership of 470, only 107. responded 
to this five-year milestone in our Club history. One wonders where we 
failed to stimulate the other 907<> to action. We must content ourselves 
with the poetic words: 

"Every joy is gain 
And gain is gain, however small". 

Joy was there. You missed the gain and we missed YOU! 

Marion S. Shivas, Past President 


IN RESPONSE... 

Thank you Marion for missing me. It is comforting to know that others 
felt badly about the previous commitments which prevented some members 
from attending, even though they may have wanted to be a part of the cele¬ 
bration. Thank you also for pointing out some of the very positive attri¬ 
butes of our Club. One is that we have dedicated, able persons like your¬ 
self who make such well-organized special outings and events possible. 
Another, is that as well as offering a variety of activities, our Club 
offers the freedom of choice for our members as to which ones meet their 
needs and interests. Every activity attended jls a gain, every absence is 
not. Isn't it wonderful that not only may members of the Hamilton Natur¬ 
alists' Club experience such a wide range of joys and gains when they wish 
and are able, but also that they are missed when they aren't there. This 
is truly the making of a strong organization. 

The Editor 

I 


** Vo'rfwV ** * * 


KEEP THE WOOD DUCK COMING ! 


PAY YOUR 1984-85 MEMBERSHIP FEE NOW 
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to this five-year milestone in our Club history. One wonders where we 
failed to stimulate the other 90 % to action. We must content ourselves 
with the poetic words: 

"Every joy is gain 
And gain is gain, however small". 

Joy was there. You missed the gain and we missed YOU 1 

Marion S. Shivas, Past President 


IN RESPONSE... 

Thank you Marion for missing me. It is comforting to know that others 
felt badly about the previous commitments which pi-evented some members 
from attending, even though they may have wanted to be a part of the cele¬ 
bration. Thank you also for pointing out some of the very positive attri¬ 
butes of our Club. One is that we have dedicated, able persons like your¬ 
self who make such well-organized special outings and events possible. 
Another, is that as x^ell as offering a variety of activities, our Club 
offers the freedom of choice for our members as to which ones meet their 
needs and interests. Every activity attended ^Ls a gain, every absence is 
not. Isn't it wonderful that not only may members of the Hamilton Natur¬ 
alists' Club experience such a wide range of joys and gains when they wish 
and are able, but also that they are missed when they aren't there. This 
is truly the making of a strong organization. 

The Editor 


******** ** 


KEEP THE WOOD DUCK COMING ! 


0 


PAY YOUR 1904-05 MEMBERSHIP FEE NOW. 



12 


TH E ONT A RIO BREEDI N G DIRD ATLAS; R EGION1 1 NIAGARA 

Robert Curry- 

Two birds of prey will be briefly examined this month in this series 
on the results of the Atlas Project in our region. 

NORTHERN HARRIER 

This elegant bird is a quite widespread breeder in Niagara. Accustomed 
a3 we are to the relative scarcity of raptors it may come as a surprise to 
find that the Northern Harrier occurs as a breeder in 29 of the squares 
or 56 percent. However, optimism should be tempered by the numbers involved 
which are, in most of these squares, one or at most two pairs. 

There is no striking pattern to this distribution although there is a 
definite concentration in the southern one-third of the Region especially 
along the L. Erie shore squares. Also note the higher breeding evidence 
in the south-east. The harrier does better where there is a minimum of 
disturbance from agricultural activities as it nests on the ground. There 
would seem to be grounds for postulating a correlation between the amount 
of marginal or abandoned farmland and the breeding distribution of this 
species at least in Niagara. The last two years of data gathering may 
entrench this pattern. 

TURKEY VULTURE 

Here is another species which, surprisingly, seems to occur in 67 
percent of Niagara squares. The Turkey Vulture however, tends to cover 
considerable area in search of carrion and it may be that it does not 
breed in all these squares, especially those marked possible. Nevertheless, 
the 3 confirmed nestings are virtually at the perimeter of the Region and 
consequently tend to support the lesser evidence squares. The Lake Ontario 
nesting was in a cave of the Niagara Escarpment whereas the other two 
were in logs in dense extensive woodlots. This is a species which is 
commoner now than it was in the past in our part of the world. 




NORTHERN HARRIER 
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OBSERVATIONS OF A BLUE JAY, May 20, 1984 . 

by Rick Ludkin 

In the classic work, Birds of America , the Blue Jay is described in these 
terras: "There can be no doubt that he is a persistent and merciless nest- 
robber - that he eats the eggs and kills and devours the young of smaller and 
defenseless birds. Eloquent testimony concerning the commission of these 
crimes is furnished by the outcry set up by such birds whenever they catch a 
Jay lurking near their nests," This afternoon our backyard birds were giving 
"eloquent testimony" to the presence of a pair of Jays who had a nest of young 
to feed - the nest was constructed in a Crab Apple tree, about 15 feet from 
the ground and no more than 20 yards from our back door. 

At one point, the male began a series of short flights from one perch to 
another around the back yard, obviously on the lookout for a meal. His 
progress could be easily followed by listening to and watching the agitation 
of the House Sparrows; also, a pair of Robins would fly at him whenever they 
felt he was getting tooclose to their newly-fledged youngster that had, just 
days before, emerged from the nest. 

Finally, the Jay alighted on a perch about 15 feet above a small wood- 
pile. He watched the pile intently for several minutes and then swooped down 
into the long grass beside it. Shortly he flew up to the perch carrying what 
appeared to be a young vole - short tail and about 3 inches from nose to 
tail. On the perch he held the vole by the nose and proceeded to peck in the 
skull and then swallow down pieces of meat. When he had eaten his fill, he 
placed the vole in the fork of several branches and flew to the nest where he 
regurgitated the meal for his progeny. Children fed, he flew right to the 
fork and carried the carcass to a perch in another tree. Again he held the vole 
by the nose and proceeded to rip meat away from the neck and shoulder areas. 

When he had enough, he again stowed the vole in a fork and flew to the nest. 

Bruce Duncan (who was also watching) and I both commented that we had 
never seen (or heard of, for that matter) a Blue Jay taking a vole. However, 
this Jay seemed, to handle it with little problem and perhaps the woodpile is 
a regular stop in the Jay's foraging route. 

Editor's note; 

If any club members have witnessed similar events, please let Rick or 
me know. We would be interested in printing your observations in the Wood 
Duck. 


*VWvAvV**^V*****^V***-i\***vV*vVV.VoVVr«'f***vV**** 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS... 

The following question was posed to George Meyers; What is the difference 
between the White Footed Mouse and the Deermousc and which kind might we find 
in our area? 

George tells me that although there are skull differences and differences 
in tail lengths, the Deermouse and White Footed Mouse can be difficult to 
distinguish. In the Hamilton-Niagara region, however, we can use colour 
variations and habitats as indicators. If the mouse in question is a foxy 
colour and is sighted in a wooded habitat, it is most likely the White Footed 
Mouse (peromyscus leucopus). If, on the other hand, it is a dull grey adult 
sighted on shorelines or in grassland, it is probably the Prairie Deermouse 
(peromyscus maniculatus). A good reference is Field Guide to Mammal s in the 
Roger Tory Peterson Field Guide Series. 
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THE NIAGARA ESCARPMENT PLAN... 

Editor 

The Niagara Escarpment Plan has been released and will be going to 
Cabinet for approval. I spoke with Dr. Ray Lowes who feels that the plan is, 
in general, favourable to conservation interests. In essence, control of 
applications will be handed over to local municipalities once these 
municipalities have brought their plans into accord with the overall Niagara 
Escarpment Plan, This local control, however, will remain subject to 
surveillance and veto. 

One of the most satisfactory aspects from the conservationist point of 
view is the acceptance of the recommendation for using twenty-five million 
dollars over the next ten years for land aquisition as properties become .. 

available. The committee in charge of land aquisition must report to the 
Ontario Heritage Foundation. 

Though in accordance with the general thrust of the entire plan, one 
cannot help being a little concerned and somewhat perplexed, perhaps, as to 
the reasons for some of the reductions in the planning area. Some stream 
valleys and headwater areas e.g. Credit River , have been left out. In the 
Bruce Peninsula much forested and marsh area, formerly designated 'natural 
areas’ under the new plan are considered rural. 

Since there will likely be negative responses by some interests, positive 
reaction may assist passage of the plan through cabinet. Members who are 
interested in the Niagara Escarpment Plan are advised to read it (copies should 
be available in your local library) and to respond in writing before Sept, 14, 
the deadline date. All correspondence should be addressed to: 

Assistant Clerk of the Executive Council, 
Executive Council Office, 

Government of Ontario, 

Legislative Building, 

Queen's Park, 

Toronto, Ontario. M7A 1A1 


**************** **************** 
******************************** 


20 YEARS AGO ... 

The WOOD DUCK of September 1964 features an article expressing concern 
for our park systems. It points out four perceived threats to parks; increasing 
attendance which tends to negate the qualities for which the parks are 
preserved; commercial interests which would violate the natural character of the 
parks; increased political pressure to promote policies contrary to sound park 
management; an absorption of potential park sites for new developments, 
commercial, industrial and urban. It seems that in our rapidly changing world 
some things remain the same. 
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noteworthy bird records 


Number of species recorded to Apr, 30, 1904 - 100 
Indicates first record for the year 
f- Indicates first record for the migration 
l Indicates last record for the migration 

APRIL 1904 


Red-throated Loon 

Apr. 0 

1 

Shell Pier, Bronte 

/Mark Jennings, Paul 
Martin, Richards 


Apr. 14 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Robt.Curry,Verne Evans 


Apr ,19;22 

3 

Lake off Burlington 

Denys Gardiner: 
Jennings, Richards 

Common Loon 

Apr .25 

7 

Lake west of Guelph 
Line 

Curry, Paul Valentine 

Apr. 7* 

4 

Woodland Cemetery 

Michael Clark 


Apr. 7 

5 

Lake at Gray's Rd, 

Kevin Me Laugh!in 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Apr ,22 

40 

Over Dearner Point 

McLaughlin et al 

Apr. 9 F 

1 

Lake at Appleby Line 

Gardiner 

Red-necked Grebe 

Apr. 3 F 

40 

Bronte 

Jennings, Martin, 
Richards 

Double-crested Cormorant 

Apr. 15* 

o 

o 

Dundas Marsh 

Gardiner, McLaughlin 

American Bittern 

Apr. 15* 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings, Martin, 
Richards 

Great Egret 

Apr .14* 

1:1 

Windermere Basin: 
Grimsby Dump Pond 

Curry, Evans 


Apr. 15 

1 

High Level Bridge 

Trish Case,/Mary tudkin 

Green-backed Heron 

Apr .30 

o 

Dundas Marsh 

Dill Larnond 

Apr .23* 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings,Martin, 
Richards 

Black-crowned Night Heron 

Apr .23 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Clark 

Apr. 14* 

11 

Toll Gate Ponds 

Curry, Evans 

Green-winged Teal 

Apr, 4F 

2 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Northern Pintail 

Apr. 4 

6 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Apr .7-0 

510 

Eighth Rd .Salt-fleet 

M. Obs. 

Blue-winged Teal 

Apr. 2* 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Lamond 

Northern Shoveler 

'Apr- OP 

1 

Eighth Rc!. Saltfleet 

Curry 

American Widgeon 

Apr. 3 

50 

Eighth Rd .Saltfleet 

Curry 

Canvasback 

Apr. I OF 

2 

Lake at Fruitland Rd. 

Gardiner 

Ring-necked Duck 

Apr. 15 

30 

Valens .Cons .Area 

McLaughlin 

Greater Scaup 

Apr. 7 

450 

Windermere Basin 

Clark 

White-winged Scoter 

Apr .23 

35 

Bronte 

Jennings, Martin, 
Richards 

Common Goldeneye 

Apr ,26 

1 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Hooded Merganser 

Mar .23 F 

2 

Mendrie Valley 

Lamond 

Red-breasted Merganser 

Apr. 15 

700 

Lake Ontario 

Curry, Evans 



Ruddy Duck 

Apr. 5 F 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Larnond 


Apr. 7 

5 Hamilton Cemetery 

G arc! i nor, Wm ,S mi th 

Turkey Vulture 

Apr. 1 

79 Beamer Cons .Area 

Gcirdi ner 

Osprey 

A„_ O * 

(ipr. e 

1 Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Apr .23 

1231 Beamer Cons. Area 

Gardiner et a!. 

Cooper's Hawk 

Apr .23 

3 Beamer Cons, Area 

Gardiner 

Northern Goshawk 

Apr ,2 i 

1 Beamer Cons .Area 

Clark 

Red-shouldered I lawk 

Apr. 1 

72 Beamer Cons. Area 

Gardiner 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Apr .20* 

1 Beamer Cons. Area 

Gardiner 


Apr .21 

3 Beamer Cons. Area 

Clark 


Apr .20 

2776 Beamer Cons. Area 

Gardiner et al. 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Apr .23 

6 Beamer Cons. Area 

Gardiner of al. 

Merlin 

Apr .22* 

1 Lake at Fifty Rd, 

McLaughlin 


Apr .23 

1 Beamer Cons, Area 

Gardiner et al. 

Northern Bobwhito 

July 22* 

1 Smithvilie Sewage Pond Curry 

.American Coot 

Apr. 3* 

2 D undas Marsh 

Robt.Finlayson 

Black-bellied Plover 

Apr ,20* 

1 Beamer Cons .Area 

Gardiner et al. 

Greater Ye Mow legs 

Apr. 3* 

4 Saltfleet Marsh 

Curry 

Lesser Yellow logs 

Apr. 3* 

1 Saltfleot Marsh 

Curry 

Solitary Sandpiper 

Apr .20* 

2 Cainsville Sewage Pond 

Larnond 

Spotted Sandpiper 

Apr ,23* 

1 Green Mountain Rd. 

Gardiner 

Upland Sandpiper 

Apr .27* 

1 York 

Rick Ludkin 

Least Sandpiper 

Apr .23* 

5 Cainsville Sewage Pond 

Larnond 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Apr. 15* 

9 S mi thvi 1 le Sev/age Pond 

(McLaughlin 


Apr ,23:29 46:0.C Saltfleot Marsh 

Curry 

D unlin 

Apr .23* 

2 Saltfleet Marsh 

Curry 

Common Snipe 

Apr. 3F 

1 Bronte Marsh 

Richards 

Bonaparte's Gull 

/Apr .22 

50 Lake st Fifty Road 

McLaughlin 

Glaucous Gull 

Apr. 7L 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

Clark 

Caspian Tern 

Apr. 7* 

1 Van Wagner's Beach 

Clark 

Common Tern 

Apr. 13* 

3 Bronte 

Jennin gs 

Forster's Torn 

Apr .29* 

5 Woodland Cemetery 

Gardiner,Smith, Philip 


Walker 

Black-billed Cuckoo 

Apr .30* 

1 Bronte 

Gardiner 

Long-eared Owl 

Apr. 15L 

1 Bronte 

Jonni ngs, Marti n, Ric hards 

Northern Saw-whet Owl 

Apr. 41 

1 Bronte 

Jonni ngs 

Whip-poor-will 

Apr .27* 

2 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Chimney Swift 

Apr .27* 

1 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

Apr .23F 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

John Galloway, Larnond 

Yellow-belled Sapsucker 

Apr.l4F 

3 Woodland Cemetery 

Curry, Evans 

Common Flicker 

Apr.lOF 

1 Bronte 

Jennings 

Pi lea tod Woodpecker 

Apr. 1 

1 Bronte 

Jenni ngs 


Apr. 7 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Clark 

Least Flycatcher 

Apr .27* 

1 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Eastern Phoebe 

Apr. 4* 

1 Bronte 

Jennings 

Great-crested Flycatcher 

Apr .27* 

1 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Purple (Martin 

Apr. 7* 

2 Eighth Rd .Saltfleet 

Jenni ngs, Marti n, Richards 

Tree Swallow 

Apr. 4* 

2 Dundas Hydro Pond 

Larnond 

Northern Rough-winged 

Apr. 14* 

3 Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

Swallow 

Apr. 14 

1 VanWagners Marsh 

Curry, Evans 



Dank Swallow 

Cliff Swallow 
Dam Swallow 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
Mouse Wren 
Winter Wren 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 


Eastern Bluebird 

Hermit Thrush 
Wood Thrush 
Gray Catbird 
Northern Mockingbird 

Brown Thrasher 

Solitary Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 
Orange-cr .Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 

Cape May Warbler 
Yellow-rumpod Warbler 

Black-throated Green 
Warbler 

Blackburnian Warbler 
Pine Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 
Palm Warbler 
Black G White Warbler 
Ovenbird 

Northern Watorthrush 
Common Ye I low throat 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
Chipping Sparrow 
Pi eld Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Savannah Sparrow 


Apr ,20* 

1 

Bronte 

Apr ,20 

1 

Woodland Conic 

Apr, 15* 

2 

Dronte 

Apr. 14* 

4j2 

Dundas Marshj 
Van Wagner 1 

Apr ,20F 

1 

Bronte 

Apr.l 5F 

10 

Bronte 

Apr .28* 

1 

Bronte 

Apr.l 4F 

5 

5 tone y Creek 

Ap r ,12F 

n 

O 

Bronte 

Apr. 13* 

1 

Mendrie Valley 

Apr .23 

65 

Bronte 

Apr ,26* 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Apr ,20 

2 

Bronte 

Apr ,23 

/i 

Dundas Marsh 


Apr. 0* 
Apr. 15 
Apr.l 4 
Apr .20* 
Apr .20* 
Apr .20 
Apr .26 
Apr, IF 
Apr. 14 
Apr .27* 
Apr .29* 
Apr .29* 
Apr .20* 
Apr .29* 
Apr .29 
Apr,30* 
Apr .20* 
Apr .20 
Apr ,20* 

Apr .20* 
Apr .27* 
Apr .30* 
Apr ,20* 
Apr .20* 
Apr .20* 
Apr .27* 
Apr .20* 
Apr. 14* 
Apr .24* 
Apr. 14* 
Apr, 9* 
Apr.l 1* 


3 Winona 
1 Valons 

1 VanWagner's Beach 
1 Bronte 

1 Bronte 

2 A Mangrove Dr. Bur I. 

1 Bronte 

1 Bronte 
1 Smithville 
1 Bronte 

1 Beverley Swamp 

1 Bronte 

2 Bronte 

1 Bronte 

2 Valley Inn 
1 Dronte 

1 Bronte 

1 Dundas Marsh 

2 Bronte 

1 Bronte 
1 Rock Chapel 
1 Bronte 
5 Bronte 
0 Bronte 
1 Bronte 

3 Bronte 

1 Bronte Harbour 
1 Sfoney Creek 
1 Rock Gardens,RBG 
1 Upper Middle Rd. Bur I 
3 Upper Middle Rd,Burl 
3 Upper Middle Rd.Burl 


Jennings, Richards 
Curry 

Jenni ngs, Marti n, Richards 
McLaughlin 

Jenni ngs, Marti n, Richards 
Jenni ngs, Marti n, Ric hards 

Ct (I (I 

Curry, Evans 

Jennings 

Lamond 

Jenni ngs, Marti n, Ric hards 
Finlayson 

Jenni ngs, Martin, Ric hards 
Clark 

Jenni ngs, Marti n, Ric hards 
McLaughlin 

Curry, Evans, McLaughlin 
Jenni ngs, Mart? n, Ric hards 

II II II 

Gardiner 

Jennings 

Jennings, Richards 
Curry, Evans 
Jennings, Richards 
Gardi nor, S mi th, Wa I ker 
Jennings 

Jenni ngs, Martin, Ric hards 
Jennings 

Gardi ner ,S mi th, Wa I leer 

Jenni ngs 

Jennings 

Lamond 

Jenni ngs, Martin, Richards 

II II II 

Lamond 

Jennings 

Jenni ngs , Marti n, Ric hards 

II II (I 

II II II 

Jennings, Richards 

Jenni ngs, Marti n, Ric hards 

Curry, Evans 

Lamond 

Gardiner 

Gardiner 

Gardiner 
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Fox Sparrow 

Apr. 12* 

3 Bronte 

Gardi ner 


Apr .15 

1 4 Bronte 

Je nn i ngs, Marti n, R i c hards 


Apr .271 

1 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

Apr .27* 

1 Bronte 

Jennings, Richards 

Swamp Sparrow 

Apr, 15F 

14 Bronte 

Jenni ngs, Mart? n, Ric hards 

White-throated Sparrow 

Apr. 14 F 

2 Woodland Cemetery: 
Van Wagner's 

Curry, Evans 

White-crowned Sparrow 

Apr .21 

1 Burloak Dr. 

Gardiner 

Dark-eyed Junco 

Apr. 14 500 Marni 1 ton Area 

Curry, Evans 

Bobolink 

Apr ,29* 

1 Sal tv loot Marsh 

Curry 

Western Mead low lari: 

Apr ,21 * 

1 Burloak Dr, 

Gardiner 


Apr .25 

1 Burloak Dr. 

Jennings 

Rusty Blackbird 

Apr, 2F 

1 Bronte 

Jennings 

Mouse Finch 

Apr .24 

4 Dalowood Ave .Mam. 

Finlayson ■ 


Please send your bird records for August by the 10th of September to Marl: Jennings, 
^906 - 5340 Labes bore Rd., Burlington, Ont. L7L 4Z2, or phone 602-2210 





k 




-THE WOOD DUCK- 


POSWTER 

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 
TO - P.O. Box 5182 

HAMILTON, Ontario. 
L8S 4L3 Y 






THE WOOD DUCK 


THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication 
of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is 
produced by volunteer members of the club. 
THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times 
yearly from September to May incluaive 
and it is mailed free to members. 
Contributions for publication are most 
welcome and should be addressed to the 
Editor, Margaret MacKenzie, Box 694, 
Caledonia, Ontario, NOA 1A0. D eadline 
for receipt of material is the first o f 
the month preceeding publication date . 
Articles may be reprinted without 
permission but credit lines would be 
appreciated. Send Noteworthy Bird Records 
to Mark Jennings, 906 - 5340 Lakeshore 

Road East, Burlington, Ont. L7L 4Z2 . 



